the 


Ancient  Teftimony 

AND 

PRINCIPLES  of  the  People  called  QUAKERS, 

renewed, 

WITH  RESPECT  TO  THE 

KING  AND  GOVERNMENT; 

AND 

Touching  the  Commotions  now  prevailing  in  theft  and  other  Parts  of 
AMERICA, 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE 

PEOPLE  in  GENERAL. 

A  RELIGIOUS  concern  for  our  friends  and  fellow  fubjects  of  every  de- 
nomination,  and  more  efpecialiy  for  thole  of  all  ranks,  who  in  the  pre- 
.  lent  commotions,  are  engaged  in  public  employments  and  Ration': 

induces  us  earneftly  to  befeech  every  individual  in  the  molt  folemn  manner,  to 
confider  the  end  and  tendency  of  the  meafures  they  are  promoting  ;  and  on  the 
mofl  impartial  enquiry  into  the  Rate  of  their  minds,  carefully  to  examine  whe- 
ther  they  are  acling  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  conformity  to  the  precepts  and 
doctime  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ChriR,  whom  we  profefs  to  believe  in,  and  that  by 
lnm  alone  we  exped  to  be  laved  from  our  lins. 

The  calamities  and  affliclions  which  now  furround  us  fhould,  as  we  appre- 
„  ev,e,'y  ra'ud  with  the  molt  awlul  confideration  of  the  difpenfations 
ot  Divine  Providence  to  mankind  in  general  in  former  ages,  and  that  ns  the  fins 
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and  iniquities  of  the  people  fubjeaed  than  to  grievous  fufferings,  the  fame 
caufes  ftill  produce  the  like  effects. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces  were  long  fignally  favoured  with  peace  and 
plenty:  Have  the  returns  of  true  thankfulnei's  been  generally  manifeft?  Have 
integrity  and  godly  funplicity  been  maintained,  and  religioufly  regarded  ?  Hath 
a  religious  care  to  do  juftly,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly,  been  evident  l 
Mat.  vii.  is.  Hath  the  precept  of  Chrift,  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  unto 
us,  been  the  governing  rule  of  our  conduct  ?  Hath  an  upright  impartial  defire 
to  prevent  the  flavery  and  opprefTion  of  our  fellow-men,  and  to  reftore  them  to 
their  natural  right,  to  true  chriftian  liberty,  been  cherilhed  and  encouraged  ? 
Or  have  pride,  wantonnefs,  luxury,  profanefs,  a  partial  fpirit,  and  forgetful- 
nefs  of  the  goodnefs  and  mercies  of  God,  become  lamentably  prevalent  ?  Have 
Danid  iv.  *7.  we  not  therefore,  abundant  occafion  to  break  off  from  ouriins  by  righteouflaefs, 
and  our  iniquities  by  fhewing  mercy  to  the  poor  ;  and  with  true  contrition  and 
abafement  of  foul,  to  humble  ourfelves,  and  fupplicate  the  almighty  preferver 
of  men,  to  fliew  favour,  and  to  renew  unto  us  a  Hate  of  tranquillity  and  peace  ? 

It  is  our  fervent  defire  that  this  may  foon  appear  to  be  the  pious  refolution  of 
the  people  in  general,  of  all  ranks  and  denominations  ;  then  may  we  have  a 
James  3-  »7-  well  grounded  hope,  that  vrifdom  from  above,  which  is  pure,  peaceable,  and 
full  of  mercy,  and  good  fruits,  will  prefidp  rmrl  govern  in  the  -deliberations  of 
tliofe  who,  in  thefe  perilous  times,  undertake  the  tranfaction  of  the  mod'  impor¬ 
tant  public  affairs ;  and  that  by  their  fleady  care  and  endeavours,  conftantly  to 
aid  under  the  influences  of  this  wifdom,  thofe  of  inferior  ftations  will  be  incit¬ 
ed  diligently  to  purfue  thofe  meafures  which  make  for  peace,  and  tend  to  the 
reconciliation  of  contending  parties,  on  principles  dictated  by  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  who  u  came  not  to  deftroy  men’s  lives,  but  to  fave  them.”  Luke  ix.  56. 

We  are  fo  fully  affured  that  thefe  principles  are  the  mod  certain  and  effectual 
means  of  preventing  the  extreme  mifery  and  defolations  of  wars  and  bloodfhed, 
that  we  are  conftrained  to  intreat  all  who  profefs  faith  in  Chrift,  to  manifeft 
that  they  really  believe  in  him,  and  tkfire  to  obtain  the  bleflings  he  pronounced 
to  the  makers  of  peace.  Mat.  v.  9. 

£*.xUi5&4i.  His  fpirit  ever  leads  to  feek  for  and  improve  every  opportunity  of  promoting 
a  K^gS l°‘.  17  peace  and  reconciliation,  and  conftantly  to  remember  that  as  we  really  confide 
^  ^  in  him,  he  can,  in  his  own  time,  change  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  fuch  manner, 
rm.rriiitovii.  that  the  way  to  obtain  it,  hath  been  often  opened  contrary  to  every  human  pro- 

*x*vn.  36.  pp£(q  or  expectation. 

May  we,  therefore,  heartily  and  fincerely  unite  in  fupplications  to  the  Father 
.of  Mercies,  to  grant  the  plentifuLeffufions  of  his  Spirit  to  all,  and  in  an  efpe- 
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cia.1  manner  to  thofe  in  fuperior  dations,  that  they  may  with  fincerity,  guard 
againft  and  reject  all  fuch  meafures  and  councils,  as  may  increafe  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  the  dilcord,  animofities,  and  unhappy  contentions  which  now  forrowfully 
abound. 

We  canno't  but  with  didreded  minds,  befeech  all  fuch  in  the  mod  folemn  and 
awful  manner,  to  condder  that,  if  by  their  ailing  and  perfiding  in  a  proud, 
felfidi  fpirit,  and  not  regarding  the  didlates  of  true  wifdom,  fuch  meafures  are 
purfued  as  tend  to  the  fhedding  of  innocent  blood  ;  in  the  day  when  they  and 
all  men  diall  appear  at  the  judgment- feat  of  Chrid,  to  receive  a  reward  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  works,  they  will  be  excluded  from  his  favour,  and  their  portion 
will  be  in  everlading  mifery.  See  Mat.  xxv.  41.  2  Cor.  v.  10. 

The  peculiar  evidence  of  divine  regard  manifeded  to  our  ancedors,  in  the 
founding  and  fetdemcnt  of  thefa  provinces,  we  have  often  commemorated,  and 
defire  ever  to  remember,  with  true  thankfulnefs  and  reverent  admiration. 

When  we  confider-^That  at  the  time  they  were  perfecuted  and  fubjecfted  to  fevcrfc 
fufferings,  as  a  people  unworthy  of  the  benefits  of  religious  or  civil  fociety ;  the 
hearts  of  the  king  and  rulers  under  whom  they  thus  differed,  were  inclined  co 
grant  them  thefe  fruitful  countries,  and  entruft  them  with  charters  of  very  ex¬ 
tend  ve  powers  and  privileges. - That  on  their  arrival  here,  the  minds  of  the 

•natives  were  inclined  to  receive  them  with  great  hofpitality  and  friendfhip  ;  and 

to  cede  to  them  the  mod  valuable  part  of  their  land  on  very  eafy  terms. - That 

while  the  principles  of  judice  and  mercy  continued  to  predde,  they  were  pre¬ 
ferred  in  tranquillity  and  peace,  free  from  the  defolating  calamities  of  war ;  and 
their  endeavours  were  wonderfully  bleffed  and  profpered,  fo  that  the  faying  of 
the  wifed  of  kings,  was  dgnally  verified  to  them,  “  when  a  man’s  ways  pleafe 
the  Lord,  he  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him.”  Pro.  xvi.  7. 

The  benefits,  advantages  and  favour  we  have  experienced  by  our  dependence 
on,  and  connection  with,  the  kings  and  government,  under  which  we  have 
enjoyed  this  happy  date,  appear  to  demand  from  us  the  greated  circum- 
fpetdion,  care  and  condant  endeavours,  to  guard  againd  every  attempt  to  alter, 
or  lubvert  that  dependence  and  conneidion. 

The  feenes  lately  prefented  to  our  view,  and  the  profpedt  before  us,  we  are 
fenfiblc,  are  very  didreJfing  and  dilcouraging ;  and  though  we  lament  that 
fuch  amicable  meafures,  as  have  been  propofed,  both  here  and  in  England,  for 
the  adjudment  of  the  unhappy  conteds  fubfiding,  have  not  yet  been  edecdual ; 
neverthelefs,  we  diould  rejoice  to  obferve  the  continuance  of  mutual  peaceable 
endeavours  for  effedling  a  reconciliation ;  haying  grounds  to  hope  that  the  di¬ 
vine  favour  and  bledlng  will  attend  them. 
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„  “  b  batb  ev,er  been  our  judgment  and  principle,  fince  we  were  called  to  nro- 

“  S  VlT  L'^ ht  °f  Chrift  ielUS’  ,manifefted  in  our  confciences  unto  this  day 
,,  tlat  jbe  letting  up,  and  putting  down  kings  and  governments  is  God’s 

“  bufmrf  p|rel,ogatlvei  ,for ,caufc>  beft  known  to  himfelf:  and  that  it’is  notour 
bufinefs,  to  have  any  hand  or  contrivance  therein ;  nor  to  be  bufy  bodies  above 
;;  °UrllaK°“’  muchlefs  loplot  and  contrive  the  min,  or  overturn  of  nTof 
„  S™1’  but  toPray  for  the  king,  andfafetyof  our  nation,  and  good  of  all  men  ■ 
that  we  may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet  life,  in  all  godlinds  and  honeftv  ■ 
under  the  government  which  God  is  pleafed  to  fet  ove?  us.”  Ancient  TeftV 
mony,  1696,  in  Sewell’s  Hiftory.  c  at  em 

May  we  therefore  firmly  unite  in  the  abhorrence  ofallfuch  writings  and 
meafures  as  evidence  a  defire  and  defign  to  break  off  the  happy  connexion  we 
have  heretofore  enjoyed,  with  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  our  juft  and 
diori!try  f“bor,dmatI0.n  t0  king,  and  thofe  who  are  lawfully  placed  in  ati- 
7  ’  7  fy  dlaVthu6  the  "P***  folemn  declarations,  made  on  this 
I"  le  addrdre5  fent,t0  the  king,  on  the  behalf  of  the  people  of  America 

tolSRuf1 a“d  “  t0  and^n^S: 

Signed  , n  and  on  behalf  of  a  meeting  of  the  Reprefentativls  of  our  Religious  Society  ' 

JOHN  PEMBERTON,-  Clerk. 


